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Ms. Dr. Petronella Chaminuka is the Acting Group Executive for Impact and Partnerships, and Senior 
Manager in the Economic Analysis Research Unit of the Agricultural Research Council (ARC) of South 
Africa. She holds a PhD degree from Wageningen University in the Netherlands, and MSc and BSc 
degrees from the University of Zimbabwe.  She has more than 20 years’ international work experience 
in research, teaching and postgraduate student supervision and facilitating multi-stakeholder 
platforms. She has co/authored more than 70 articles in peer reviewed journals, book chapters and con-
ference proceedings. With extensive experience working in multidisciplinary teams, she has participa-
ted in many international collaborative projects including ProIntensAfrica and LEAP-Agri.  In the 
LEAP4FNSSA project, Petronella is the ARC Lead expert, and co-leader of WP3 on developing an FNSSA 
Knowledge Management System.

ARC, South Africa
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Ms Dr. Annor-Frempong is a Research for Development practitioner with over thirty years of rich expe-
rience in international research for development practice and tertiary education. She is the Coordinator 
of the H2020 LEAP4FNSSA project and until August 2020, was the Director of Research and Innovation 
at ‘The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa’ (FARA). Dr Annor-Frempong served as a Commissio-
ner of the Global Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research’s (CGIAR) Commission on 
Sustainable Agricultural Intensification (CoSAI) between 2020 and 2021. Before joining FARA in 2008, 
she worked at universities / tertiary institutions and research institutes in Ghana, Nigeria, Lesotho, 
United Kingdom, Switzerland and the Netherlands. In her role as Director of Research and Innovation in 
FARA, she led the strategic orientation of research and development and coordinated many Africa-wide 
projects and programs. She led the development and implementation of the ‘Science Agenda’ ratified by 
African Heads of States and Governments, as the Agricultural research framework for Africa in the con-
text of Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) in 2014. She has served 
on a number of Boards and Steering Committees of continent-wide and global initiatives including the 
World Bank Africa Centres of Excellence (ACE) program and the Consultative Advisory Group on Part-
nership for Skills in Applied Sciences, Engineering and Technology (PASET).  A Ghanaian by birth, Dr 
Annor-Frempong holds a PhD from the Veterinary School, University of Bristol, UK. and an M Sc. in 
Animal production science from Wageningen University and Research. Her current focus is on facilita-
ting and studying national, regional and continental research and innovation priorities for improving 
food and nutrition security.
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Mr. Stefan A. Haffner, is a Senior Scientific Officer in the German Aerospace Center (DLR) in the 
Department for European and International Cooperation in the Project Management Agency (DLR-PT), 
serving the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). He worked in several interna-
tional institutions and multilateral projects towards the collaboration of Africa and Europe in the field of 
STI and capacity building. He was involved in the ERA-Net Cofund ERAFrica and the ERAfrica Initiative, 
which prepared the ground for the ERA-Net Cofund LEAP-Agri. At the moment he is active in LEAP-
Agri, the CSA LEAP4FNSSA and the RIA LEAP-RE on renewable energies, which are all working towards 
thematic AU-EU Platforms for R&I and capacity building. Based on his experiences with multilateral 
funding and collaboration processes, he is currently focusing on the development of a long-term cyclic 
metagovernance model for the AU-EU Partnership for R&I and capacity building. In the LEAP4FNSSA 
project he is co-coordinating the working group Actors, Alliances and Policies.
Stefan was involved in the context of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) in the development of 
three TCIPs (Health, Renewable Energies and Climate Change) which will have been adopted in July 
2021. Stefan graduated with a master in Geography and Sociology on self-help groups in Nepal in the 
context of development collaboration. His interest and passion is to participate on the successive and 
inclusive design of multi-stakeholder mechanism and coordination infrastructures for the future AU-EU 
partnership.
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Mr. Prof. Ioannis Dimitriou is Associate Professor at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
(SLU), and a Senior Research Advisor at SLU’s Vice-Chancellor’s office, responsible for the international 
programmes with low and middle income countries. 
He has been involved in several EU and nationally-funded agriculture for development projects, with 
most recent examples being LEAP4FNSSA and DeSIRA-LIFT. He was recently appointed as Vice-
President at the European Alliance on Agricultural knowledge for Development (Agrinatura) EEIG 
(Agrinatura’s business unit). His research focuses on designing productive systems with food and 
biomass crops while achieving minimal environmental impact, including recycling of different nutrient-
rich wastes. He has been working with the science-policy interface to support the implement smart 
innovation in agriculture contributing to the sustainable transformation of food systems. 

Dimitriou is author of more than a 80 peer-reviewed articles, member of several PhD examination com-
mittees, and organiser of PhD courses at SLU and partner universities. 
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Ms. Jackie KADO is the Executive Director of the Network of African Science Academies (NASAC) 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. NASAC is a consortium of science twenty-eight science academies in Africa, 
whose membership is drawn from all spheres of science.  She has served science academies in various 
capacities since the establishment of NASAC in 2001. Jackie holds a Master’s Degree in Project Plan-
ning and Management and Bachelor’s Degree in Education (Mathematics and Commerce) from the 
University of Nairobi in Kenya.  She is passionate about project management for policy advice in science 
and an astute believer in using homegrown solutions to overcome societal challenges.  She also currently 
serves in several regional and international committees.

NASAC | Africa 
Facilitator


