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Dr. Annor-Frempong possesses very strong technical and leadership qualities in the agricultural rese-
arch and development domain.  A Ghanaian by birth, Dr. Annor-Frempong holds a PhD from the Veteri-
nary School, University of Bristol, UK; MSc in Animal Production Science from Wageningen University 
and Research, the Netherlands; BSc. (Hons) Agriculture and a Diploma in Education from the University 
of Cape Coast, Ghana. Dr Annor-Frempong is currently, a Commissioner of the CGIAR Commission on 
Sustainable Agricultural Intensification (CoSAI). She was the immediate past Director of Research and 
Innovation and the former Director of Capacity Strengthening at FARA. She previously served as the 
Head of Department of Animal Science at the University of Cape Coast. At FARA, she led the strategic 
orientation of Research and Innovation and the Capacity Development Support Function from 2008 to 
2020. In her role as the Director of Research and Innovation, she led the development and coordination 
of continent-wide programs including the Science Agenda for Agriculture in Africa—a continental 
framework for improving the application of science towards achievement of Africa agriculture develop-
ment targets. The Science Agenda was ratified by African Heads of State and Government in 2014. She 
advanced the ‘Research and Innovation Partnership’ between the Africa Union and the European Union 
through, among others, the leadership of the Platform for Africa-Europe Partnership on Agricultural 
Research for Development (PAEPARD), and participation in the LEAP4FNSSA, the AU-EU High Level 
Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on FNSSA working Group and  the EU’s Development-smart Innovation through 
Research in Agriculture (DeSIRA) project implemented by FARA and the sub regional agriculture rese-
arch organisations (ASARECA, CCARDESA and CORAF) and AFAAS.

FARA AFRICA
Facilitator

Mrs. J. Dorra Fiani is the founder and president of Knowledge Economy Foundation, an Egyptian NGO 
developing Bashaier Agribusiness Digital Networks. She is an international multi-disciplinary expert, 
specializing in knowledge management and dissemination, projects and business development, design 
and implementation of inclusive value chain strategies, with 30+ years’ experience in managing her own 
company and establishing foreign subsidiaries in Egypt, together with an extensive exposure and links 
to European markets and networks. 
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Ms. Jackie KADO is the Executive Director of the Network of African Science Academies (NASAC) 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. NASAC is a consortium of science twenty-eight science academies in Africa, 
whose membership is drawn from all spheres of science.  She has served science academies in various 
capacities since the establishment of NASAC in 2001. Jackie holds a Master’s Degree in Project Plan-
ning and Management and Bachelor’s Degree in Education (Mathematics and Commerce) from the 
University of Nairobi in Kenya.  She is passionate about project management for policy advice in science 
and an astute believer in using homegrown solutions to overcome societal challenges.  She also currently 
serves in several regional and international committees.

NASAC | Africa 
Facilitator

Mr. Stefan A. Haffner, is a Senior Scientific Officer in the German Aerospace Center (DLR) in the 
Department for European and International Cooperation in the Project Management Agency (DLR-PT), 
serving the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). He worked in several interna-
tional institutions and multilateral projects towards the collaboration of Africa and Europe in the field of 
STI and capacity building. He was involved in the ERA-Net Cofund ERAFrica and the ERAfrica Initiative, 
which prepared the ground for the ERA-Net Cofund LEAP-Agri. At the moment he is active in LEAP-
Agri, the CSA LEAP4FNSSA and the RIA LEAP-RE on renewable energies, which are all working towards 
thematic AU-EU Platforms for R&I and capacity building. Based on his experiences with multilateral 
funding and collaboration processes, he is currently focusing on the development of a long-term cyclic 
metagovernance model for the AU-EU Partnership for R&I and capacity building. In the LEAP4FNSSA 
project he is co-coordinating the working group Actors, Alliances and Policies.
Stefan was involved in the context of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) in the development of 
three TCIPs (Health, Renewable Energies and Climate Change) which will have been adopted in July 
2021. Stefan graduated with a master in Geography and Sociology on self-help groups in Nepal in the 
context of development collaboration. His interest and passion is to participate on the successive and 
inclusive design of multi-stakeholder mechanism and coordination infrastructures for the future AU-EU 
partnership.

DLR - German Aerospace Center | Germany

Facilitator

Ms. Fiani pioneered the first digital agribusiness extension services and marketplace platform in Egypt, 
focused on value chain strategies built on inclusive small farmers’ approaches, together with an agribu-
siness entrepreneurship digital platform and virtual incubator, and supported by a range of internatio-
nal and national public and private funders. Contributing to several African and European initiatives, 
member of the LEAP4FNSSA Consortium in charge of the FNSSA systems improvement tasks and 
board member of RUFORUM the African Regional Universities Organization, together with several 
agribusinesses related professional committees and projects, Ms. Fiani is intent on bridging the know-
ledge and digital divide of the small farmers in Africa and the promotion of farmers centric models.
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Facilitator

Mr. Henning Knipschild, biologist by training with expertise on funding, research management, interna-
tional policies, knowledge management and development cooperation. He works in the Federal Office 
for Agriculture and Food / Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung (BLE), an institution direct-
ly subordinated to the German Government and empowered to conduct business on behalf of the 
German Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL). Henning Knipschild has been working in internatio-
nal cooperation most of his work life. He worked as a Project Manager in Knowledge Management 
within the field of food security and currently works as a funding manager for international agricultural 
research programmes, as well as in digital transformation. He has been working in different European-
African networks/projects, such as ERA-ARD, LEAP-Agri, LEAP4FNSSA and also in development coope-
ration in Africa, Latin America and Asia.

BLE | Germany
Facilitator

Ms. Prudence Makhura is currently a Director for international partnerships at the National Research 
Foundation of South Africa. In this capacity she is responsible for managing bi- and multi-lateral partner-
ships with countries in Europe, Asia, Americas, and the Middle East. She does this through funding colla-
borative research and human capacity development in all strategic areas of importance. Prudence has 
worked for a number of research entities (including government) in higher education, science and tech-
nology sector in South Africa for approximately 20 years. She’s currently doing her doctoral studies 
focusing on the internationalisation of the South African higher education system.

NRF | South Africa


