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The Africa-EU partnership (JAES, 2007) was accelerated by AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD, 2010) on STI and
the implementation of (RINEA, GA 645809,2015) , a H2020 programme targeting specific and complementary
objectives:

1. Strengthening the quality and quantity of partnerships between research and innovation actors in EU Member
states and in Africa through networking events between research and business communities (by eliminating
cooperation obstacles and optimising framework conditions, raising awareness and disseminate information of
cooperation opportunities for research and innovation partnerships).

2. Encouraging transnational coordination of programmes and policies for international cooperation in STI through
advancing the model established by ERAfrica for jointly owned EU-Africa funding instruments for STI cooperation and
through facilitating the launch and the management of calls for proposals around topics of mutual concern and
relevance to the EU-Africa bi-regional partnership.

3. Supporting and enriching formal and informal processes of bi-regional STI policy dialogue including strategic
priority setting. These focused on the R&I Partnership on Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture
(FNSSA), the Partnership on Climate Change Sustainable Energy (CCSE) and later the Europe Developing Countries
Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) Programme.

Fostering and Strengthening AU-EU Partnership 
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In June 2020, the HLPD Plenary on Science, Technology and Innovation, and in July 2020 the first AU-EU Research & 
Innovation Ministers’ Meeting agreed on four thematic priorities for future bilateral cooperation (1): 

These priorities are also part of the EU R&I programme Horizon Europe (2021 – 2027). One component is the Global
Approach to R&I that aims to deliver new solutions to the four thematic domains also reflected in the Africa-Initiative
launched in June 2021 as part of Horizon Europe.

From the African Union three main policies are open to cooperation in R&I. The Agenda 2063 for inclusive and sustainable
development, the African Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy (STISA-2024) and the Continental Education Strategy
for Africa (CESA 16-25).

Fostering and Strengthening AU-EU Partnership 

Public Health
417 joint projects

Green transition
311 joint projects

Innovation & Tech.
> 10 joint projects

Capacities for Science 
3 joint projects

1 2 3 4

(1) The AU-EU Innovation Agenda, Working document, Mr Lukovi Seke (AUDA-NEPAD),  Mr Jens Hoegel (DG R&I), EUC, 01/2022
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The selected case studies focused mainly on existing programmes and projects in the area of Research and Innovation
cooperation being implemented within the framework of the Africa-European Union High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD).
These focused on the R&I Partnership on Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA), the Partnership on
Climate Change Sustainable Energy (CCSE) and the Europe Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP)
Programme. (1)

Fostering and Strengthening AU-EU Partnership 

UNSDGs: 2030 Agenda & its 17 Goals

AU Agenda 2063  

STISA 2024 & CESA16-25  

AUC DTS 2020-2030  

EU Comprehensive Strategy with Africa

EU Global Approach to R&I

>>enhance sustainable and inclusive economic growth and job generation

(1) The AU-EU Innovation Agenda, Working document, Mr Lukovi Seke (AUDA-NEPAD),  Mr Jens Hoegel (DG R&I), EUC, 01/2022
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AU-EU HLPD on STI 

Previous and 
ongoing joint R&I 
activities

Results and lessons 
learnt of the Africa-
Europe Innovation 
Partnership pilot 
project

Opinions of the AU-
EU Advisory Group 
on R&I

Discussions that 
took place at the 
EU-AU R&I 
Ministerial 2020

The pilot mapping EU-AU R&I 
Partnership on FNSSA, as well as 
progress of the R&I Partnership 
on CCSE

A joint working group of the AU-EU HLPD on STI took stock of multiple sources (1)

➢ Throughout 2022: consultation, identification and formulation of calls for proposals and projects in support of selected
actions identified in the AU-EU Innovation Agenda ( opening consultation by February 14 th, 2022)

➢ Q1.2023: Approval of final AU-EU Innovation Agenda at the second AU-EU R&I Ministerial, including the launch the
selected activities

Fostering and Strengthening AU-EU Partnership / AU-EU Innovation Agenda 

(1) The AU-EU Innovation Agenda, Working document, Mr Lukovi Seke (AUDA-NEPAD),  Mr Jens Hoegel (DG R&I), EUC, 01/2022
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Toward an Inclusive Businesses Model for AU-EU LT partnership

30 partners, 27 Research and Innovation (R&I) projects on four themes: 
• Sustainable intensification, Agriculture and food systems for nutrition, 
• Expansion and improvement of agricultural markets and trade,

• Cross cutting approaches for FNSSA. https://leap-agri.com/?page_id=51

The 27 selected
projects involve
250 African and
European teams
from 20 nations.
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Toward an Inclusive Businesses Model for AU-EU LT partnership

37775 Africain publications with
European co-publications in FNSSA
during 2010-2020 in the WoS
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Toward an Inclusive Businesses Model for AU-EU LT partnership

Nodes and links of LEAP-AGRI
teams, inspiring to invest in
capitalization of FNSSA knowledge
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Toward an Inclusive Businesses Model for AU-EU LT partnership
There is a need to
consider the stakeholder’s
perspective and their
involvement in a
community engagement
initiative.

In this graph we can see in
the left how a scientific
community is inter-linked
(a set of clusters) and in
the right a weak not
organized community of
researchers in Africa
(atoms).

Based on a multi-agents
system approach (coopera
tion, coordination, sharing
ressources, a model could
be defined)
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LEAP-RE: the day after / A model of an inclusive business community in FNSSA

The stylised model of the Programme and Innovation 
Management Cycle (PIMC) with its four phases

Generally after the project is completed successfully, all assignments of the
project resources are closed. Results are valorized (publication, patent,
prototype) or classified for future actions. In some projects (EraAfrica)
partners moves to new call before the end.
The experience of research and development in LEAP-AGRI needs more
attention. A positive aspect to consider is the creation of an inclusive
business community in FNSSA to address challenges, create appropriate
solutions and innovate in a systematic way.
To be effective there are some conditions to setup like motivation and
building trust among the partners. How do we get there ? A theory of
change is proposed by LEAP4FNSSA

The Programme and Innovation Management Cycle (PIMC) is a strategic and systematic model that describes how efficient
investments into R&I, capacity building and continuous learning at different levels and scales can be fostered.

The next step should be either a prior agreement between all the funding agencies to create a single fund fed by the funding
agencies. This fund could be managed by an independent body, a foundation or an academy which would distribute the
budget to the research teams according to their contribution to the programme and no longer according to their nationality
and according to the same modality for each one. A reconnexion to the proposed way of « institutionalizing » the PIMC
could be made.
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THANK YOU

Future AU-EU Funders’ Collaboration
Jointly launching research in FNSSA 

– Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture


