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What is the IRC for FNSSA is About?

What are the implications of the IRC 
launch?
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To deal with the issue of 
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a) coordination infrastructure

b) knowledge management mechanisms, 

frameworks and dialogues on FNSSA

‘An AU-EU bi-continental platform 

(network of networks) linking all actors in 

research and innovation in African and 

European Member States to advance a 

science-led growth in sustainable food 

and nutrition security based on equity 

and common priority agendas for scaling 

and impact with global spillovers’



IRC 

Functions 

and 

Services

Increase synergies and 
coherence between actors

Access to a learning environment and 
knowledge base including MEL and 

capacity building

Capacity Development

sustainable and inclusive 
governance structure

Strengthening Science policy 
interface

(high level policy dialogue)
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As part of the GA of the LEAP4FNSSA, the IRC was Launched 
during the plenary session of the SPAC conference Sept 16, 2022
after 4 years of its development and consultations

About 1000 participants; in-person- 390, virtual- 602 from –
institutions – countries across the globe

It enjoyed high level participation from the EC, AU, ministries, 
private sector, research and innovation practitioners  

The launch of the IRC meant the 
delivery of the final deliverable of the 
LEAP4FNSSA project



LAUNCH of the IRC
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Implied 3 success factors for 
operationalization 

• Document describing the structures of 
the IRC and guidelines for its 
establishment

• A growing number of institutions 
expressing their interest to join the IRC. 
A consortium of 40 institutions have 
now signed declarations to join the IRC 

• Tangible deliverables; Knowledge 
management tools, Project database, D-
groups, Website etc.



IRC – Beyond 
the Launch
• Enlargement of membership

during the bridging period

• Strengthening of institutional 
commitment in Member States

• Prepare for the 
operationalization phase

• Operationalization envisaged to 
start by the end of 2023 

• A good time to usher the 
implementation of the FNSSA 
aspects of the innovation 
agenda



Merci 

Beaucoup 

Thank you
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